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" In the first place, the Princes are so jealous of then-
status that they are afraid of being treated as equals among
themselves. Some of them are not prepared to meet each
other in the Chamber on terms of apparent equality; nor
are they prepared to concede the principle of decision by
a majority, which is at the basis not merely of democratic
rule, but also of every corporate organization. They are
afraid of the levelling tendency of any organization of this
sort and object to the process of levelling up, as much as
to the course of levelling down. * . . Even in the matters
of common interest, some of them are anxious that they
should be individually consulted by the Government of
India. . . ."
But in all fairness to the Princes, it should be remembered
that the policy of keeping one State isolated from another,
so long pursued by the Paramount Power, created circum-
stances which could not be easily overcome. Only during
the decade 1908 1918 was that policy to some extent modified
and the first official Conference of the Princes summoned
by Lord Hardinge in 1916. Even then no tangible result
was derived from the Conference—the Government only
asked for the co-operation of the States in the collection of
certain statistics about epidemics.
At any rate, the institution of the Chamber of Princes
was a great step forward and marked the beginning of
official recognition of their right to consult each other on
matters relating to the problem of paramountcy and to
their economic relations with British India. If the formal
sessions of the Chamber were rather ineffective, due to
its stereotyped agenda and strict Rules of Business, the
informal discussions among the Princes outside the Chamber
greatly fostered " a habit of co-operation " among them,
Occasions were also found to meet elder statesmen of
British India and to exchange views on matters of common
interests.

